
INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE FACT SHEET 
(Public Works) 

 
Requirements under the law (RCW 51.12.050) for payment of industrial insurance 
premiums for public works. 
 
1.  When ever a public entity does work by contract, payments for industrial insurance 
will be made from the treasury. 
 
2.  The public entity is entitled to collect from the contractor, and the contractor in turn is 
entitled to collect from the subcontractor their proportionate share of industrial insurance 
premiums due for the contract. 
 
Please note there is no provision in the law for release from liability for premiums 
found due now or later. 
 
We are changing our language used in public works release letters to reflect the 
actual requirements under the law.  This change is reflected in the attached letter. 
 
If you have any questions, please call or E-mail Doug Mathers, Chief Auditor at (360) 
902-4750 or matr235@lni.wa.gov. 
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